
Freeze Damage

How to diagnose and 
recover your landscape 

after a sever cold 
weather event



Hardy Shrubs and Perennials 

• Many of our hardy shrubs and perennial (such as Ligustrum, Viburnum, Wax Myrtles, Burford Holly, and 
Yaupon Hollys) have seen significant damage and need to be evaluated. Be informed of any damage and 
your proactive approach to mitigate it.  

• For the hardier shrubs, you should scrape the bark below the freeze damage to see if any “green” is exposed. 
This will allow us to see the extent of the freeze damage and the plant vitality. 

• If the shrubs still shows some signs of life, we can cut them back to the section that is still green,  to promote 
new growth. 

• Shrub will not be the same size when it comes back. It can 3-4 years for the shrub to grow back to maturity. 
If it was a fully mature specimen, it may die before it returns to its previous size. 

• It is very important we do cutbacks on all damaged plant material. If you do not cutback, you are leaving 
damaged material on the plant that will decay  and attract insects as well as foster fungal issues as we warm 
up. This will lead to a decreased chance of plant recovery. 



Determine if Shrub is 
Dead

• Here is a Viburnum shrub line at office building. As you can see very 
damaged from the freeze. After a quick cutting into the shrubs, I was 
able to determine that these are dead. You can see from the photo that 
under the bark is hard and has no signs of “Green” .



Determine if Shrub is 
Alive

• Here is a row of newly installed Viburnum on the property. Though they look 
dead, I was able to make cuts in several of these and determine they are 
alive. These will have a good chance of survival after a cutback. Being that 
these are younger shrubs, client might want to wait and replace as needed. 

• As you can see from the cutting photo, I was able to expose a softer “green” 
tissue under the bark. This location is will we would make the cutback. 



Ornamental Grasses

• Many branches have already completed ornamental grass 
cutbacks. Normally this would be ok with a slight freeze, but 
due to the intensity and length of this freeze, many of our 
grasses may have died.

• To determine if your grasses are dead or alive, pull from the 
“heart” of the plant. 

• If it is loose and easy to pull grass out of the middle, the 
grass is dead

• If it is hard or difficult to pull out of the middle, the grass is 
still rooted and should come back. Grass might not look 100% 
during recovery. 



Perennial  Plantings 

• These will be the hardest to 
determine, we still need to make 
inspection cuts at the base of the 
plant, at the level of the soil. If it  
is ”green,” the roots are still good.

• If the roots are good, make the 
proper cutback to ground level

• If the plant shows no green, make 
note of the dead plant, providing 
possible replacement. Despite 
death,  make proper cutback on 
plant. 



Palms and Sago’s

• Palms will need to be noted and 
watched. We can clean them up 
by trimming off the outer frawns
and discarding the damaged 
ones. 

• Sago palms: trim away all 
damaged frawns and feel the 
heart of the plant ( center 
sections). If this section is soft, it 
is most likely dead. 



Tree Damage

• Trees: Many trees have been 
damaged from the ice and snow due 
to the extra weight. It’s very 
important to be proactive in assessing 
all trees to obtain proper bids.

• Trees over parking lots and walkways 
are a huge liability for residents. A 
fallen limb on a car will cost more 
than trimming their trees.

• When evaluating our sites, don’t 
forget to look “UP”  



Mulch

• After making cutback on our 
properties, it is time to mulch

• Turf is not growing, so use your 
time on each site wisely, ensuring 
cutbacks are completed before 
April. 


